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PREFACE 

My very dear and cherished friend Maulana Muhammad 
Ashiq Bulandshehri had written many religious books on 
different subjects. The books written by him are very 
popular among the scholars as well as general public. 
Various publishing houses have printed his different 
works. 

Maulana Muhammad Ashiq had written a book regarding 
the reformation and betterment of women. He is quite at 
home over this subject. Lack of interest and ignorance 
about the knowledge of Islam, specially among the female, 
needs that they should be provided with knowledge of 
Quran, Ahadith, religion and other tenets of Islam. The 
women of present day must know the pious and religious 
activities which the most gracious wives and daughters of 
the Prophet ( sail allahu alayhe wasallam) practiced during 
their life time. 

Maulana Muhammad Ashiq had compiled two books in 
this respect. The title of the first one is Ummat-e -Muslima 
kee Maayain (the mothers of the Muslims). The title of the 
second book is Rasoolullah key sahibzadian (the 
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daughters of Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam). The first book contains complete biographies 
and life sketches of the wives of the Prophet {sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) and in the second book he has described 
the lives of the daughters of the holy Prophet {sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam). These biographies are quite lesson 
oriented. 

Every Muslim is requested that he should help to publicize 
this noble cause as well. 

Maulana Muhammad Ashiq has also written a very 
famous book with a title Muslim khawateen kay liyay bees 
sabaq (twenty lessons for Muslim women). People are 
requested that they should pursue the women to read these 
lectures as well along with the other books he had written 
for them. 

May God accept the efforts of Maulana Muhammad Ashiq 
Bulandshehri and the present society is being reformed. 

Truly, 

Muhammad Shafi 

{Mufti-e-Azam Pakistan) 

Founder President of Dar-ul-Aloom , 

Karachi. 

4, Zilhaj, 1393 A H. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The gracious God chose amongst his men a Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) to guide them so that they 
should learn the way of life which has an approval of God. 
The people should follow His Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) in every walk of like, the one which is more 
cherished by God. The duty of the Prophets was not only 
verbally telling the people about the orders of God but 
they have to practice them in front of the people. This is 
one of the reasons that the Prophets were selected amongst 
the human beings and not from the ginns (hidden ones) or 
the angels. The holy Prophets practically performed all the 
duties during their life time so that their nations should 
follow them accordingly and try to please God. 

We observe from the biographic accounts of the holy 
Prophets that they had been practically engaged in 
different crafts, industries and trade. There were many 
Prophets who had been successfully running the 
administration of the vast countries. There are many 
examples set in the history which show the rise and fall, 
the conquests and the defeats in their life time which 
actually prove as the guide lines to their followers. 
Nevertheless, the people get a complete guidance 
comprehensively every aspect of life performed by the 
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holy Prophets. Specially, the life of Prophet Muhammad 
(sallaUahu a/ayhe was all am) is such an open book and all 
his acts and deeds have been recorded so comprehensively 
that everybody can get instructions and education from 
them even in his routine of every day life. 

The teachings of the holy Prophets who came to this world 
prior to Prophet Muhammad ( sallaUahu alayhe wasaUam) 
were not preserved and secured so strictly because arrival 
of the Prophets were expected after them. But Muhammad 
(sallaUahu alayhe was a I lam) was the last Prophet of God 
hence every detail of his acts and deeds were preserved 
because they have to be followed till the day of 
resurrection. They were bound to be followed not partially 
but m total. 

The holy Prophet (sallaUahu alayhe wasaUam) preached 
in the bazaars and at the same time he struck bargains in 
the markets. Sometimes he mortgaged his belongings to 
someone else. He married widows as well as a virgin 
woman. He helped in bringing up the children of his wives 
who had been the children of their first husbands. He 
brought up his own children and arranged their marriages. 
All these functions are the minarets of light to his 
followers. His life style that how he used to walk, how he 
used to eat, how he used to get up, nonetheless, his each 
and every act is an open book and is being recorded. 

This writer has written a separate book on the subject of 
The wives of the holy Prophet Muhammad (sallaUahu 
alayhe wasaUam). Now I am giving a detailed account of 
the life of his daughters. The purpose of writing both these 
books is that the followers of Prophet Muhammad 
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(sallaUahu alayhe wasaUam) should read it and act in 
accordance to the examples set by him. They should 
instruct their wives and daughters that they should follow 
the pattern of life established by those holy women. 

From the life history of the wives and daughters of 
Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhe wasaUam) one will 
learn that how miserable life they passed. They always 
worried about the day .of decision; they tolerated hunger 
and thirst and always kept themselves busy in offering 
prayers; they never felt low while doing the domestic 
work with their own hands; they were always keenly 
interested to enhance their religious knowledge and to 
further propagate it; they always excelled in giving alms 
and sacrifices; they used to participate in the holy wars as 
well. The Muslim women are bound to follow them in all 
such matters. These were the women who were family 
members of the Prophet (sallaUahu alayhe wasaUam) and 
they lead a successful life. 

The Muslim women of today are ignoring the tenets of 
Islam. They do not care for life hereafter and instead of 
acting according to the rules of Islam they prefer to follow 
the pagan ladies of Europe. They follow the Christians, 
Jews and all sort of women but not the women of family 
of the Prophet (sallaUahu alayhe wasaUam) who had the 
blessings of God. 

All the muhaddithin (writers of the traditions) agree that 
the holy Prophet (sallaUahu alayhe wasaUam) married 
eleven times during his life. His first wife was Hadhrat 
Khadija and he had his children from her alone. It is only 
Hadhrat Khadija who gave birth to his sons and daughters. 
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Maria Qibtia. his maid, also gave birth to his one son, 
Ibrahim. Every historian agrees to it that none of his sons 
could grow up above the child age. Everyone died during 
childhood. However, his daughters grew up, they all 
accepted Islam and he also managed their marriages as 
well and they migrated to Madina Munawara. 

It is stated in Al-Estiyab that: 

o t*— *Ls* £-i jl *J j L_$JI : i j 

"Everyone agrees that Hadhrat Khadija gave birth 
to four daughters of Prophet Muhammad 
( sallallahu alayhe vvasal/am). Everyone lived up to 
the days of Islam and embraced Islam. They also 
migrated. Their names are Hadhrat Zainab, Hadhrat 
Fatima, Hadhrat Ruqiyya. Hadhrat Umme 
Kalthoom." 

A great difference of opinion exists between the historians 
regarding the matter that how many sons were bom to the 
holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). The reason for 
this difference is that all of them died as children. Keeping 
record of the dates of birth/death at that time was not 
popular in Arabia. Moreover, at the time when his sons 
died there were not too many Muslims and companions 
who could have retained or recorded a complete account 
of all these happenings. Qatada reports that Hadhrat 
Khadija gave birth to two sons and four daughters. The 
name of one son was Qasom and grew up to an age when 
the children start walking, and because of his name the 



holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) adopted his 
kuniyyat as Abul Qasim. The name of other son was 
Abdullah but he died in an infancy. The great biographer, 
Zubair bin Bakr, reports about the children of the holy 
Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) in the following 
sequence: 

The very first child of the holy Prophet ( sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) was Hadhrat Qasim and he was 
the eldest among his children. Hadhrat Zainab was 
bom next to him and after her Abdullah was bom 
who was also known by the titles of Tayyab and 
Tahir. He was bom after Prophet Muhammad 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) declared himself as 
the Prophet. After him Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom 
was bom and followed by Hadhrat Fatima. Hadhrat 
Ruqiyya was his youngest child. Both of his sons 
Hadhrat Qasim and Hadhrat Abdullah died in 
Makkah." ; 

The reports of both these historians reveal that Qasim and 
Abdullah were bom to Hadhrat Khadija while Mana 
Qibtia, the maid of the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam ), gave birth to Hadhrat Ibrahim in Madina. It 
proves that the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
had three sons and everybody agrees to it. Some of the 
scholars have mentioned that Tahir and Tayyab were two 
other sons of the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
and these were not just the titles of Abdullah. In this way 



1 Al-lsliyab has maintained this sequence while describing the life sketch oj 
Hadhrat Khadija. But in the life sketch of Hadhrat Fatima he gives the 
sequence: /- Hadhrat Zainab. 2- Hadhrat Ruqiyya. 3- Umme Kalthoom 
and 4- Hadhrat Fatima. 
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it makes five sons to the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam). Some scholars have also mentioned that Tahir 
and Tayyab were the two names of the one son of the 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) and they were other 
than Hadhrat Abdullah. In this proposition the number of 
sons of the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
came to lour. Some scholars have also mentioned that the 
holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) had seven sons: 

1- Hadhrat Qasim, 

2- Hadhrat Abdullah, 

3- Hadhrat Tayyab, 

4- Hadhrat Muteeb, 

5- Hadhrat Tahir, 

6- Hadhrat Mathar and 

7- Hadhrat Ibrahim. 

As all the sons of the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) died during childhood, hence, we have not 
mentioned their life history. We have, however, given the 
life sketches of the daughters of the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam). Nevertheless, we have given 
a short account of the life of Hadhrat Ibrahim at end of 
this book which we have collected from the books of 
Ahadith so that the Muslims can be benefited from it and 
have guidance as well. 

Muhammad Ashiq Elahi Bulandshehri 

Delhi 

1393 A H. 



(f/uifrtei 1 



HADHRAT ZAINAB 

(razi allahu anhaa) 



EARLY LIFE 

Hadhrat Zainab was the eldest daughter of Prophet 
Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). Some scholars 
have also mentioned that actually she was the first child of 
the Prophet (. sallallahu alayhe wasallam) and Hadhrat 
Qasim was bom afterwards. This is being reported by Ibne 
Al-Kalbi. But Ali bin Abdul Aziz Al-Jarjani has reported 
that Hadhrat Qasim was older than Hadhrat Zainab. 
Anyhow, everyone agrees to one point that Hadhrat 
Zainab was the eldest amongst the daughters of Prophet 
Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). 

Hadhrat Zainab was bom during the 30th birthday of the 
Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). [Al-Estiyab] 

Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was 
bestowed upon the Prophethood at the age of forty. It 
shows that Hadhrat Zainab spent at least ten years in 
ignorant period before the Prophethood was being 
bestowed upon her father and later on the family of the 
Prophet ( sallallahu alay’he wasallam) spent thirteen years 
in Makkah. The pagans of Makkah tortured the family of 
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the holy Prophet ( sallal/ahu at ay he was all am) and even 
they put them to a solitude camp at Sh'ab Abi Talib with a 
strict social boycott of his family and the tribe. Hadhrat 
Zainab along with other members of the family faced all 
these atrocities. It was the seventh year of the Prophethood 
when the pagans of Makkali enforced a social and 
economic boycott of the entire tribe of the Prophet 
( sallal/ahu a/ayhe wasallam) and imprisoned them at a 
place called Sh ab Abi I alib where the men, women and 
children of his tribe faced atrocities and even starvation. 
Hadhrat Zainab was amongst them. 

MARRIAGE 

The holy Prophet ( sallallahn a/ayhe wasa/lam) married 
Hadhrat Zainab to Hadhrat Abul A'as bin Al-Rabi. Abul 
A'as was his kuniyyat. There is difference of opinion 
regarding his name, some scholars have given his name as 
Laqeet, some Zubain. and Hasheem has also been reported 
by some of them. 

Hadhrat Abul A as was the son of Hala binte Khawailad 
who was the sister of Hadhrat Khadija which means that 
Hadhrat Zainab and Abul A'as had been the cousins to 
each other. He enjoyed a high status in the community of 
the traders of Makkah. He had quite a loving for the 
Prophet (sallal/ahu alayhe wasa/lam) even before his 
declaration of the Prophethood. Some scholars have also 
mentioned that Abul A'as had in social circles declared 
Prophet Muhammad (sallal/ahu alayhe wasa/lam) as his 
brother . 1 



The mkah (marriage) ceremony of Hadhrat Zainab was 
performed in Makkah during the life time of Hadhrat 
Khadija. But Hadhrat Abul A'as did not embrace Islam 
while he was in Makkah. he rather refused to accept it. 
But he did not divorce Hadhrat Zainab despite the 
pressure from the infidels of Makkah. The Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) likes his such a nice attitude 
and praised him saying, "Abul A'as has proved an 
excellent son-in-law." 

All these incidents are related to a very early period of 
Islam and no divine order had descended that a Muslim 
woman cannot remain in a marriage bond with her infidel 
husband. But when the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) migrated to Madina and managed to bring his 
family members, Hadhrat Sauda, Hadhrat Fatima and 
Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom back to Madina, he left Hadhrat 
Zainab at Makkah to live with her husband. 

MIGRATION 

Hadhrat Zainab migrated to Madina during Hi jra 2, after 
the battle of Badr leaving behind her husband who did not 
embrace Islam. Hadhrat Abul A’as took part in the battle 
of Badr on behalf of the infidels of Makkah against the 
Muslims. The Muslims won this war. Hadhrat Abul A'as 
was brought to Madina as a prisoner of was along with 
other infidels of Makkah. He was taken prisoner by 
Abdullah bin Jabair bin Al-Noman Ansari. After facing a 
defeat the infidels returned to Makkah and according to 
the prevailing custom of the days sent a lot of wealth to 
Madina to get their prisoners of war released. Hadhrat 
Zainab sent Amr bin Al-Rabi who was his real brother, to 



1 . U-Asaba. 
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get her husband released and a necklace which was given 
to her in dowry by her mother Hadhrat Khadija. Looking 
at the necklace the holy Prophet ( sollallahu alayhe 
wasallam) had a sudden flash back in his mind the 
memories of his late wife, Hadhrat Khadija. He could not 
hold his tears and wept bitterly. He then asked his 
companions, "if you people agree, the husband of Zainab 
may be released without charging him anything and his 
money be returned to him." 

The companions agreed and Abul A'as was freed. Prophet 
Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam), however, put 
one condition, "as soon as you reach Makkah send Zainab 
to Madina." 

Abul A'as agreed to it and abide by the promise. On this 
occasion, the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
said, "Abul A'as talked to me and proved it true, he had 
promise me and fulfilled the promise." 

And thus Hadhrat Zainab reached Madina. But before 
committing the migration journey a mishap took place. 
Habbar bin Al-Aswad and his accomplice tried to torture 
Hadhrat Zainab before she could actually start her 
journey. He pushed Hadhrat Zainab mischievously to one 
side, she fell on rock and got some internal injuries as she 
was pregnant at that time. She could not recover from 
these injuries and she died in Madina because of these 
fatal injuries. It is also reported that Hadhrat Abul A'as 
allowed Hadhrat Zainab to migrate to Madina but he 
himself left Makkah for Madina before she could resume 
her journey. When she wanted to migrate and came out of 
her house prepared for traveling, Habbar and his 



accomplice stopped her and forced her back to her house. 
And later on Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe 
w asallam) sent someone from Madina to bring her. The 
injuries which Hadhrat Zainab received shocked the 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam ) as well and he used 
to say, "Zainab was my very sweet child who was being 
tortured just because she loved one." 

HADHRAT ABUL A'AS EMBRACES ISLAM 

It is a strange phenomenon that the guidance to the right 
path comes only from heaven. The example of Hadhrat 
Abul A'as is quite a touching one. He was the close friend 
of Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) and a 
son-in-law as well. The daughter of the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was living with him in his 
house but he did not accept Islam. He loved his wife so 
much that despite a lot of pressure from the pagans of 
Makkah he did not divorce her. Became prisoner of war 
during the battle of Badr and on release he sent his wife to 
her father at Madina but still lie did not accept Islam. But 
when a guidance descended from the high heavens, he 
gladly embraced Islam. The details of his embracing Islam 
were reported as such. 

It is reported that just before the conquest of Makkah he 
was traveling with his trade caravan to Syria. He took a lot 
of goods from the people of Makkah at fifty percent 
partnership. On his return they had an encounter with one 
battalion of the Muslims, the chief of it was I ladhrat Zaid 
bin Harith. They defeated his men and captured all the 
wealth of the caravan and a few prisoners as well. Hadhrat 
Abul A'as, however, escaped and ran to Madina. He went 
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to I ladhrat Zainab at night and asked her to extend asylum 
to him. She gave her the asylum. Next day early in the 
morning, when the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
and other Muslims had finished their prayers Hadhrat 
Zainab said loudly: 

U J>r\ 

"Listen O' people! I have granted asylum to Abul 
A'as bin Al-Rabi." 

Hearing this the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
was a! lam) turned to the people and asked, "did you hear 
what Zainab had said?" 

The people present there replied "yes, we have heard it." 

Addressing to the people the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) said, "by God, even I did not know before 
hearing the voice of Zainab right now that Abul A'as is in 
Madina. Zainab had give him an asylum and you know if 
any Muslim gives refuge to anyone it is bound upon 
everyone that they should honor it." 

He went straight to Zainab and told her, "you should look 
after Abul A'as with care and affection but you are not 
allowed to do any act which a husband and wife are 
suppose to do because he is not your lawful husband 
now." 

I ladhrat Zainab said, "he has come to take his goods." 

Hearing this the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) gathered the persons who had fought with Abul 
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A'as and said, "you have captured his wealth and riches. 
But you know the relationship of Abul A'as with me. All 
his wealth and riches which you have captured from his 
caravan is a blessing to you from Allah because it is the 
wealth of an infidel, received after the holy battle. But I 
wash that you people should do him a favor and return to 
him whatever you had taken from him. But if you don not 
w'ant to return it 1 would not compel you to do so, after all 
it is your property." 

Hearing this everyone agreed to return his goods. He took 
all the wealth and riches to Makkah and distributed it 
among the people of Makkah in accordance to the 
agreement. After satisfactory distribution he embraced 
Islam in Makkah there and then addressing the people of 
Makkah he said. "I have embraced Islam in Makkah 
because if I would have accepted it at Madina you people 
might have said that 1 have converted to Islam just to 
dodge you and deprive you of your wealth." 

He came to Madina and the holy Prophet (sallallahu 
a!a\>he wasallam) performed his ntkah with Hadhrat 
Zainab again according to the Islamic laws.- 

After a separation of six years she again came into the 
wed lock of Hadhrat Abul A'as. She died as a wife of 
Hadhrat Abul A'as. ’’ He died in Hijra 12Z 



-A sad -a! -Gh aha. 
3 . 1 sad-a/-( ihaba. 
4 A l-Asaha. 
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CHILDREN 

Hadhrat Zainab gave birth to one male baby and one 
female baby. The name of her daughter was Omama and 
son was named Ali. At the time of conquest of Makkah it 
was this Ali who was accompanying the holy Prophet 
( saHoIlahu alayhe wasallam) on his camel. Ali bin Abul 
A'as died young during the life time of Prophet 
Muhammad (, sallallahu alayhe wasallam). The holy 
Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) loved her daughter 
Omama very much. Once, he received a necklace from the 
holy war and said, "1 will give it to a person to whom I 
love the most." 

Hearing this the women folk around him guessed that it 
must be given to Hadhrat Ayesha, daughter of Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr. But the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) put it around the neck of Omama, daughter of 
Hadhrat Zainab. 5 

After the demise of Hadhrat Fatima, the first wife of 
Hadhrat Ali. he married Hadhrat Omama. This was 
written in the last will of Hadhrat Fatima, "Hadhrat Ali 
may marry Hadhrat Omama after my death." 

After the death of Hadhrat Ali she married Hadhrat Nofal 
bin Moghaira and she gave birth to a son namely Yahya. 
But scholars had difference of opinion, some claim that 
she did not give birth to any child neither form Hadhrat 
Ali nor from Hadhrat Nofal . 6 The genealogical 
descendants of Prophet Muhammad {sallallahu alayhe 
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wasallam) are recognized only from Hadhrat Fatima. 7 

DEATH 

Hadhrat Zainab died in Hijra 8. The holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) himself laid her in the grave 
with heavy heart. After the burial, the Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) said, "I was very much disturbed 
because of the very weak physique of Zainab and I prayed 
God almighty that He should relieve her from the squeezes 
of her grave. God has accepted my prayers."* 



. U-Asaha . 

\ Isad-al-Ghaba. 



5 At-Asaha . 

6 A l-Asaba. 
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HAD H RAT RUQIYYA 

( razi all ah u anhaa ) 

EARLY LIFE 

Hadhrat Ruqiyya was the second daughter of Prophet 
Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) and every 
scholar has consented upon it. Hadhrat Zainab was the 
eldest female issue, Hadhrat Ruqiyya was bom after her 
and Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom was bom as the last female 
child of Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) The biographers, nevertheless, differ that who 
was younger among the last two daughters of the Prophet 
(, sallallahu alayhe wasallam), anyhow, they agree that 
both these sisters were younger than Hadhrat Zainab. 

The holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) married 
both of his younger daughters to both the sons of Abu 
Lahb. The name of the husband of Hadhrat Ruqiyya was 
Atba and the name of the husband ot Hadhrat Umme 
Kalthoom was Otaiba. It was only the nikah (marriage) 
ceremony was performed and the departure of the brides 
was not effected when a revelation (Surah) descended 
upon Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam)-. 
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In this Surah Abu Lahb and his wife Umme Jamil were 
admonished, and it was revealed that both of them will 
have their place in the hell. On hearing this, Abu Lahb 
asked both of his sons that they should divorce both the 
daughters of Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam). Their mother also stressed upon both of them 
for the same and said, "both these girls have left our faith 
and had converted infidel. You must divorce them." 

Eventually, both their sons, under the influence of their 
parents, divorced them . 7 

NIKAH WITH IIADIIRAT UTHMAN 

As the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) married 
his daughter Ruqiyya and this news reached Hadhrat 
Uthman. he cut a sorry figure because he wished to marry 
Ruqiyya. He went to his aunt Hadhrat Sa'ada and told her 
that he was interested to marry the daughter of Prophet 
Muhammad (saliallahtt alayhe wasallam). But her aunt 
preached him to embrace Islam Then he went to Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr and explained him what he had said to his aunt 
and how she had preached about Islam I ladhrat Abu Bakr 
appreciated her effort and he too preached him to embrace 
Islam I le said 
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"Alas! Uthman! you have not yet accepted the 
truthful preaching. You are quite intelligent and 
clever person and you can easily judge what is true 
and what is false. These idols to whom your people 
offer prayers are just deaf and dumb stones which 
neither can hear nor see anything. They cannot 
harm anyone nor they can benefit anyone." 

Hearing this, Hadhrat Uthman said, "no doubt you have 
told the truth." 

Their conversation was still going on just at that moment 
the holy Prophet ( sail all cihu alayhe nasal /am) along with 
Hadhrat Ali entered the room and Hadhrat Uthman 
immediately embraced Islam. 

During this very period the sons of Abu Lahb divorced the 
daughters of the holy Prophet ( sallallahn alayhe 
it ’asa/lam). Hence the Prophet (sallallahn alayhe 

nasal lam) married Hadhrat Ruqiyya to Hadhrat Uthman. - 
It also shows that Hadhrat Ruqiyya might be older than 
Hadhrat Unime Kalthoom. As he married Hadhrat 
Ruqiyya first despite the fact that both of them had been 
divorced at one time. The holy Prophet ( sallallahn alayhe 
wasallam ) must have preferred to marry the older one 
first. 
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MIGRATION TO ABYSINIA 

As the Muslims have been increasing in number, the 
infidels of Makkah Had been increasing their netanous 
designs to destroy them. They extended such harsh 
tortures to the Muslims that most of them were compelled 
to leave their native country and migrate to other countries 
to save their lives. A group of Muslims migrated to 
Abysinia which included Hadhrat Uthman. 

I ladhrat Uthman migrated to Abysinia along with his wile 
Ruqiyya who was also the daughter of Prophet 
Muhammed ( sallallahn alayhe wasallam). When this 
couple left Makkah for Abysinia. the Prophet (sallallahn 
alayhe wasallam) could not know their whereabouts for 
quite a time. The worried Prophet (sallallahn alayhe 
wasallam) used to go out of the city of Makkah to have 
some information about them. One day, a traveling woman 
told him that she had seen them. Hearing this, the holy 
Prophet (sallallahn alayhe wasallam) prayed that God will 
help them, verily, it is Uthman after Prophet Loot who had 
migrated along with his wife 

SECOND MIGRATION TO ABYSINIA 

As this group reached Abysinia they heard a news that the 
entire population of Makkah has embraced Islam 

Everybody was very happy over this news and decided to 

return to their native land but as they reached near 
Makkah the news proved to be a rumor and the Muslims 
were being tortured more fiercely than before. Many of 
the Muslims once again migrated to Abysinia before 
entering Makkah. After the first migration, the number of 
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refugees increased on the occasion of second migration. 
According to one estimate at the time of second migration 
to Abysinia the group consisted of 83 male and 18 female 
refugees The first migration to Abysinia is called hijrat-e- 
oo/a and the second migration to Abysinia is called as 
hi/rar-e-iham. Some of the companions migrated to 
Abysinia both times and some of them only once. Hadhrat 
Uthman, along with his wife Hadhrat Ruqiyya, migrated 
to Abysinia both times. 

MIGRATION TO MADINA 

I rom Abysinia. both Hadhrat Uthman and Hadhrat 
Ruqiyya first migrated to Makkah and from there they 
migrated to Madina. 

CHILDREN 

Hadhrat Ruqiyya gave birth to only one son. His name 
was Abdullah Their son was bom at Abysinia. Hadhrat 
Uthman had another son whose name was also Abdullah 
but he was born before Islam dawned in Arabia and 
because of him he was having his kimnyal as Abu 
Abdullah. But as Hadhrat Ruqiyya gave birth to a son he 
also named him Abdullah and thus retained the kumyyaf 
Abu Abdullah. 

I heir son Abdullah died at the age of six during the month 
oi Jamadi-ul-Awwal Hijra 4 The Prophet {sallallahu 
a I ay he u asa/lcwi) offered his funeral prayers and Hadhrat 
Uthman laid him in the grave The cause of his death is 
stated that a hen-cock struck him with his beak on one of 
his eyes. The injury could not be controlled and he died. 
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Hadhrat Ruqiyya did not give birth to any other child 
since then. [Al-Asaba] 

DEATH 

Hadhrat Ruqiyya died during Hijra 2. It was the war time 
of Badr. When the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) proceeded to Badr, Hadhrat Ruqiyya was 
seriously ill. The Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
left Hadhrat Uthman in Madina to look after her. Since he 
was ordered to stay back in Madina by the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam ) himself, hence, he was 
considered as the participant of the holy war and got his 
due share from the wealth collected after winning the war. 

The day, Hadhrat Zaid bin Harith came to Madina with 
the happy news of the victory of the battle of Badr, the 
same day Hadhrat Ruqiyya breathed her last. The people 
were about to lower her body into the grave, suddenly 
they heard the loud slogan of allah-o-akbar. Hadhrat 
Uthman asked the people about the high pitched slogan. 
People turned their attention to that side and recognized 
that it was Hadhrat Zaid bin Harith riding on the she- 
camel of the Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) and 

had brought the happy news of the victory of the battle of 

Badr. 

The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) could not 
participate in her funeral rituals because of his heavy 
involvement in the battle of Badr. 









HADHRAT UMME KALTHOOM 

(razi a/ /aim anhaa) 

EARLY LIFE 

The third daughter of Prophet Muhammad ( sa/la/lahu 
a/avhe wasallam) was Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom. She was 
married to Otaiba bin Abi Lahb. But he divorced her 
before the actual departure of the bride to his house took 
place. 

Hadhrat Ruqiyya and Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom both were 
being divorced at the same time. The Prophet ( sallallahu 
a/avhe wasal/am ) married Hadhrat Ruqiyya to Hadhrat 
Uthman bin Affan. But lie did not marry Umme Kalthoom 
to anyone. However, when Hadhrat Ruqiyya died he 
married Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom to Hadhrat Uthman bin 
Affan The nikah ceremony was performed in Madina. A 
special honor goes to Hadhrat Uthman that he got married 
to the two daughters of the holy Prophet ( sallallahu 
a! ay he wasal/am) — one after the other. This is the reason 
he is also called as zun-noorain doubly illuminated. 

MIGRATION 

When Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhe wasal/am) 
migrated to Madina, he left his family behind in Makkah. 
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Hadhrat Abu Bakr also did the s me But after sometime 
both of them sent their men to oring their families to 
Madina. Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom and Hadhrat Fatima 
had been the members of that migrating families. 

NIKAH WITH HADHRAT UTHMAN 

Alter the death of Hadhrat Ruqiyya, Hadhrat Hafsa also 
become widow who was the daughter of Hadhrat Omar. 
Her husband was Hadhrat Khunais bin Hazaifa who was 
injured during a holy war and afterward died because of 
the fatal wounds. Hadhrat Omar was naturally worried 
about the remarriage of Hadhrat Hafsa and he asked 
Hadhrat Uthman to marry her. But, he very politely 
replied, "at present 1 had no intention of going into another 
marriage." 

He repeated his proposal to Hadhrat Abu Bakr as well but 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr kept quiet and did not give him any 
reply. The reason being explained that Hadhrat Abu Bakr 
knew that Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu ala)>he 
wasallam) was thinking to marry Hadhrat Hafsa. 

When Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
came to know that Hadhrat Omar wanted to marry Hafsa 
to Hadhrat Uthman and he had kept quiet, the holy 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said, "should I tell 
Uthman a woman who would be better than Hafsa to him? 
and should not 1 tell Hafsa a person who is better than 
Uthman to her?" 

After this he married Hadhrat Hafsa and performed the 
marriage ceremony of Umme Kalthoom with Hadhiat 
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Uthman. 7 

When Hadhrat Ruqiyya died the holy Prophet ( sallaUahu 
a! ay he wasallam) observed that Uthman is feeling gloomy. 
He asked him, "why you look so sad?" 

He replied, "ya rasoolullah\ is there any man who had 
faced such a distress. A daughter of a Prophet, who was 
my wife, had since died and I feel my heart broken, and 
the relationship of being your son-in-law has also been 
broken." 

This conversation was going on, suddenly, the Prophet 
(sallaUahu alayhe wasa/lam) said, "the angel Gabriel has 
appeared and he has brought an order from Allah that I 
should marry the sister of your deceased wife to you on 
the same dowry and alimony which was fixed to your first 
wife and you may keep Umme Kalthoom as happy as you 
have been keeping her sister." 

Telling this to Hadhrat Uthman he married his another 
daughter to him. The rnkah was performed during the 
month of Rabi-ul-Awwal Hijra 3, but departure to the 
house of her husband took place during the month of 
Jamadi-uth-Thani Hijra 3. Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom 
remained in the wedlock of Hadhrat Uthman for six years 
only and died. She did not give birth to any child.- 

DEATH 

Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom died during the month of 
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Sh'aban Hijra 9. Hadhrat Atiya, Hadhrat Asma and other 
women performed the ablution and the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasa/lam) lead her funeral prayers.-* 

Hadhrat Laila binte Qanaf reports, "I was one of the 
women who performed the ablution to the daughter of the 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasa/lam ), Hadhrat Umme 
Kalthoom. After ablution we took the coffin from the 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) because it was lying 
with him."’' 

Hadhrat Abu Talha, Hadhrat Ali and Hadhrat Asama 
helped to lower her dead body in the grave.- 5 

At the death of Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said, "have I had a third 
unmarried daughter of mine, I would have married her to 
Uthman " fAsad-al-Ghaba] 

Hadhrat Ali narrates that the holy Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) said, "if I had my daughters forty in 
number, I would have married them to Uthman one after 
another, until everyone of them should have been 
expired." [Asad-al-Ghaba] 
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THE FATE OF ATBA AND OTAIBA 

DESCRIPTION 

The name of the first son of the wretched Abu Lahb was 
Atba. the second one was Otaiba and the third one was 
called Mo'atib. The holy Prophet ( sallallahn alayhe 
wasallom) had married his daughter Ruqiyya to Atba and 
Umme Kalthoom to Otaiba. But their parents forced them 
to divorce the daughters of Prophet Muhammad 
C sallallahn alayhe wasallom). both of them did so. The 
difference, however, was that the husband of Hadhrat 
Ruqiyya just formally divorced her but the husband of 
Umme Kalthoom not only divorced her but also behaved 
the holy Prophet {sallallahn alayhe wasa/lam) in a very 
nasty manner and used some very unfair words in his 
honor. The holy Prophet {sallallahn alayhe wasa/lam) 
cursed him and prayed God that this man may be eaten by 
a beast. Abu Talib was present there at that moment and 
despite that he had not accepted Islam, said, "O' boy! you 
will never be able to deter this curse." 

It is reported that once, Abu Lahb was traveling to Syria 
with his trade caravan. His this very son was 
accompanying him to whom the holy Prophet {sallallahn 
alayhe wasa/lam) had cursed. Though Abu Lahb was a 
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fierce enemy of the holy Prophet ( sallallahn alayhe 
xvasallam) but he believed that the curse of the Prophet 
(sallallahn alayhe waxallam) will certainly prove true. He 
warned all the persons of the caravan, "you should keep a 
watch at both of us since Prophet Muhammad {sallallahn 
alayhe xvasallam) had cursed my son." 

During the traveling they reached a place which was 
inhibited with the beasts. He made such an arrangement 
that he collected all the goods of the caravan and made a 
big heap of it and ordered Otaiba to sleep on top of the 
heap with courageous guards sleeping around him. 

Who can change the fate written by God almighty? His 
scheme failed. At midnight a lion appeared smelling 
everyone, he left all of them and leaped to the top of the 
big heap where Otaiba was sleeping and killed him. 
Otaiba could cry only once but none could reach to his 
rescue. 

Some of the historians had stated that the husband of 
Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom had later on embraced Islam 
and this incident happened to the other son of Abu Lahb. 
Anyhow, one of the husbands of the daughters of the 
Prophet {sallallahn alayhe xvasallam) did embrace Islam. 

The author of "JanVa-ul-Fawaed" reports that the incident 
in which a lion killed a person was Otaiba, who was the 
husband of Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom. He had further 
stated that at a camping place called Zarqa a lion appeared 
and took a round of the caravan. On seeing the beast 
Otaiba feared that he will kill him according to the curse 
of the Prophet {sallallahn alayhe wasallam). The lion 
retreated but at night he killed him. 
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In another book written with a title "Dala'el-e-Nabuwwat" 
the name of Atba has been mentioned. As the caravan 
entered the borders of Syria a lion roared. Hearing the roar 
Atba started trembling. The persons around him said, 

" vhy are you so afraid and trembling? after all we are also 
here and we will also face the same trouble?" 

lie replied, "the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
was all am) had once, cursed me that a beast will kill you, 
and you know there is none so truthful a person than 
Prophet Muhammad (sal/allahu alayhe wasallam) under 
this sun." 

He was so afraid that he could not take his supper. The 
people of the caravan, however, made a circle around him 
and he was asked to sleep in the center. But the lion came 
softly at night, smelt everyone and then reached in the 
center and killed him. It is also reported that taking his last 
breath Atba said. "I had already said that no one is so true 
a person than Prophet Muhammed ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam)" and died. Abu Lahb said. "I knew that my son 
will never be able to avoid the curse of Prophet 
Muhammed (sallallahu alayhe wasallam)." 

But it seems to be more accurate that this incident might 
have happened to Otaiba because it is stated in Al-Asaba. 
Al-Estivab and Usad Al-Ghaba that Atba had embraced 
Islam. Hafiz Ibne Hajar states: 

"At the time of conquest of Makkah the holy 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) asked his 
uncle Abbas, 'where are Atba and Mo'atib. the sons 
of your brother Abu Lahb.' 
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He replied, 'both of them have left Makkah.' 

The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
said, 'bring them back,' and Hadhrat Abbas in a 
great hurry brought them back from Arafat. Both of 
them embraced Islam. The holy Prophet ( sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) said, '1 have begged God both the 
sons of my uncle for me." 

He further narrates: 

"Atba lived in Makkah and died there. In the battle 
of Hunain both these brothers fought shoulder to 
shoulder with the Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) against the infidels." 

What a pity that Abu Lahb and his son knew and 
acknowledged it that the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) is a true person but they could not embrace 
Islam They believed that the curse of the Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) cannot be deterred and God 
will certainly punish them but still they did not accept 
Islam. When a person becomes stubborn and dogmatic to 
any concept from whole of his heart, how wise he might 
be, does not accept what is really true, and instead of 
accepting the logical and reasonable analogies, he prefers 
the sentimental approach and marches forward to the 
displeasure of God. 
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H AD H RAT FATIMA 

(razi allahu anhaa) 

EARLY LIFE 

Hadhrat Fatima was the most beloved child of the family 
of Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). The 
scholars have stated she was the youngest daughter of the 
holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). A person 
asked Hadhrat Ayesha. "to whom the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) loved the most?" 

She replied, "Fatima." 

The person again asked, "and among the men?" 

She replied, "the husband of Fatima."' 

It is reported in Al-Asaba that Hadhrat Fatima was bom 
when the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
reached an age of 41 . But Madaini states that she was bom 
when the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alay’he wasallam) was 
thirty five. The Quraishites at that time were busy in the 
construction of K'aba and the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) was also helping them. 



As the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) started 
preaching Islam in accordance to the guidance of Allah, 
the entire tribe of Quraish in Makkah became his enemies 
and started teasing and torturing him. They did not spare 
his wife and other family members to torture them. 
Hadhrat Fatima, though she was very young at that time 
used to bear all those atrocities. Once, the Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was offering prayer in the 
compound of K'aba, a group of Quraishites was also 
present there. One of the wretched person said, "who will 
bring the potbelly of the camel and other rubbish and put 
it on the praying Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam)." 

One, the most unfortunate person stood up, brought it, and 
put it on the shoulders and neck of the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) while he was in a prostrating 
posture of the prayer. The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) was unable to lift his head because of its 
weight, the wretched persons, who played this drama, 
were highly amused at this sight and were laughing 
immensely. 

Someone told to Hadhrat Fatima what had happened in 
K'aba. She immediately ran to the spot and cleaned all 
mess with her own hands despite the fact that she was just 
a youngster at that time - And as the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) completed his prayers he 
cursed those persons thrice. First, he cursed generally the 
tribe of Quraish saying, "O' God! punish the tribe of 
Quraish," and then he prayed God that He should punish 
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the leaders of the Quraishites ^ 

However, Hadhrat Fatima spent her younger age facing 
the atrocities of the, tribe of Quraish until the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu aJayhe wasallam) migrated to Madina. 

MIGRATION 

The holy Prophet (. sallallahu alayhe wasallam) along with 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr migrated to Madina leaving behind his 
family in Makkah. Similarly, Hadhrat Abu Bakr also did 
not take his family to Madina at the time of his own 
migration. Hadhrat Ayesha narrates: 

"When Prophet Muhammed ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) migrated to Madina he left behind his 
entire family, both wives, myself and Hadhrat 
Sauda and his daughters. After settling down in 
Madina he sent Hadhrat Zaid bin Harith and Abu 
Rafe with two camels to bring his families to 
Madina. Hadhrat Abu Bakr also sent two or three 
camels for this purpose and wrote to his son 
Hadhrat Abdullah that he should bring the whole 
family to Madina. Eventually, both the families of 
the Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) and 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr migrated to Madina together. 
This caravan consisted upon some other persons 
besides Hadhrat Fatima, her sister Umme 
Kalthoom, I ladhrat Sauda and Hadhrat Asma binte 
Abu Bakr. 

When this caravan reached Madina, the holy 
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Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was busy in 
constructing the houses for his family near the 
mosque of Muhammad {masjid-e-nabvi) and all his 
family stayed in those houses.” 

MARRIAGE 

Two years after migration the holy Prophet {sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) married Hadhrat Fatima to Hadhrat Ali 
during Hijra 2. The age of Hadhrat Fatima at that time was 
fifteen years and five and half months and Hadhrat Ali 
was twenty one years and five months. 7 

Hadhrat Ans narrates that first of all Hadhrat Abu Bakr 
requested the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
to marry Hadhrat Fatima but he did not accept it. Similarly 
Hadhrat Omar requested for it but he did not accept his 
offer as well. When both of these companions find that 
their requests have been deferred, they asked Hadhrat Ali 
that he should ask for the hand of Hadhrat Fatima. 
Hadhrat Ali states, ”1 never thought of asking the holy 
Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) for it but since 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr arid Hadhrat Omar persuaded me I took 
the courage and requested for the marriage." 5 

Masnad Imam Humbal had quoted this incident as 
narrated by Hadhrat Ali himself: 

"When I decided to make a request for the marriage 
with Fatima, my position was that I did not possess 
anything to give as dowry and alimony, how I 
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would be able to succeed in my request? But 
suddenly a thought flashed in my mind that the 
holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe was all am) is a very 
generous person and he will himself manage it. I, 
therefore, went to him and asked that 1 want to 
marry Fatima. The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
was all am) asked me, 'if 1 had anything to offer in 
dowry and alimony.' 

1 replied, 'no, 1 did not have anything.' 

He then pointed out, 'once, I gave you an iron 
armor where is that.' 

I said, 'yes that is with me.’ He then said, 'give that 
one in alimony." 

It is stated in another way in Mwahib Al-Dunya: 

"When 1 gave my message to the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) he asked if I had 
anything to marry. 1 told him that I had one horse 
and one iron chain armour. He replied, 'a horse is 
important because you will have to participate in 
the holy wars, but you can sell you armor.’ 

Hence, 1 sold my armor at a price of Dirham four 
hundred* and eighty and gave this money to the 
Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam). He took a 
handful of money from it and gave it to Hadhrat 
Biial and said to him go to the market and buy 

6 The buyer of [his armour was Hadhrat Uthman but later on he returned to 
him hath the armour ant/ the money. The holy Prophet praised and prayed 
for Hadhrat t thman for his noble act. /Zarqani ] 
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some perfumes and also ordered him to prepare the 
dowry. Her dowry consisted of one cot, a leather 
pillow which was stuffed with the husk of the date 
tree. The departure took place before the night 
prayer. The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) asked Hadhrat Umme Emin to take the 
bride to the house of Hadhrat Ali. After offering his 
night prayers he himself went to their house. He 
asked Hadhrat Fatima to fetch a little water. She 
gave it to her father. The holy Prophet {sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) put little water in his mouth, then 
he sprinkled that water over her head and breast 
and prayed God almighty: 

■ ^ slX> Lfc-Lpl 

"He may keep her safe and her children from 
the treacheries of Satan. I give her to You to 
keep her safe." 

He then sprinkled that water in between her both 
shoulders. Afterward, he called Hadhrat Ali and 
asked him to bring the water, he gargled the water 
and sprinkled it the same way as he did to his own 
daughter. He also prayed God in the same words. 
He then prayed for their happy life and returned to 
his own house."'’ 

The famous servant of the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) Hadhrat And has also narrated a detailed 
account of the marriage of Hadhrat Ali. He reports: 
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"The Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe was all am ) ordered 
to bring to his house Hadhrat Abu Bakr, Hadhrat 
Omar, Hadhrat Uthman, Hadhrat Abdul Rehman 
and some other Ansaries. 1 brought them. 

When all these people were gathered, the holy 
Prophet ( sallcillahu alayhe wasallam ) recited the 
marriage lecture and said, 'God has ordered me that 
I should marry Fatima to Ali and all of you should 
stand witness to it that I have married Fatima to Ali 
against an alimony of Dirham four hundred 
provided Ali agrees to it.' 

Hadhrat Ali was not present at that time. Prophet 
Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam ) then put 
before his guests a plate full of dried dates and 
asked everyone to take it according to his desire. 
The people took them accordingly. Just at that time 
Hadhrat Ali also arrived there. Looking at him the 
holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) smiled 
and said, 'verily God has ordered me to marry 
Fatima to you against an alimony of four hundred 
misqal (Dirham). Do you accept it?' 

When Hadhrat Ali gave his consent the holy 
Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said, 'God 
may keep your union intact and give you 
prosperity. God may bless you with pious 
children."''' 

It is reported in Al-Asaba that the marriage ceremony took 

place during the month of Rajab. when they reached 
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Madina after migration from Makkah and departure took 
place when Hadhrat Ali returned took place when Hadhrat 
Ali returned from the holy war of Badr when Hadhrat 
Fatima was 18 years old. It means that the marriage and 
departure did not take place at the same time since we 
have already mentioned that Hadhrat Fatima was fifteen 
years and five and a half month at the time her marriage. 

DOWRY 

Al-Asaba has given the detail of the dowry of Hadhrat 
Fatima. It contained one bedding, one leather pillow 
stuffed with the husk of date tree, two grinding wheels, 
and two water carriers made of leather. In another report 
four pillows are mentioned, and in still another report a 
cot is also mentioned. It is also described that her 
departure took place late at night and her bedding was 
made of sheep skin. It is quite possible that this bedding 
might have belonged to Hadhrat Ali. It is also possible that 
this too might have been given to her in dowry by his 
father, the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). 

MARRIAGE FEAST 

Hadhrat Ali extended a marriage feast the next day. It was 
very simple and he offered to his guests whatever possible 
was within his means. The menu was barley bread, dates, 
juraira, cheese and the meat of sheep . v 

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK 

Hadhrat Ali did not have a servant in his house. All the 
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domestic work was being done by both husband and wife. 
The holy Prophet ( sallallohu alayhe wasallam) distributed 
work in such a way that all the domestic work within the 
premises of the house should be done by Hadhrat Fatima 
and Hadhrat Ali will do all the field work.' 0 

CHILDREN 

Hadhrat Ali did not wed a second wife during the life time 
of Hadhrat Fatima. The generation of the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) has spread through the 
children of Hadhrat Fatima. The sons of the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) expired before they could 
grow up. His daughter Urnrne Kalthoom did not give birth 
to any child. The generation seized to extend further by 
the children of his other two daughters Hadhrat Ruqiyya 
and Hadhrat Zainab." It was only the children of Hadhrat 
Fatima who grew in large number and they kept the 
continuity of the generation. It is the special privilege to 
the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) that the 
generation which spread and grew from the children of 
Fatima is considered the generation of the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam), otherwise, generally the 
custom is that the genealogical tree is attributed to the 
children from the male descendants. 

Hadhrat Ibne Abbas narrates that the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) once, said that the 
generation of all Prophets prospered through their own 
sons but my generation have grown up through Ali.'- First 
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of all Hadhrat Hasan was bom. The holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) himself suggested his name 
as Hasan and he himself introduced in his ear the first 
ritual of Islam azaan. He also suggested Hadhrat Fatima 
that on the day of his aqeeqa (the first hair cut ceremony 
of a child) she should give pure silver in alms to the poor, 
equivalent to the weight of his hair (child's). Hadhrat 
Fatima weighed his hair which was just equivalent to the 
cost of one Dirham silver. 

It is narrated in Abu Dawood and Nisai that the Aqeeqa 
ceremony of both Hadhrat Hasan and Hadhrat Husain was 
performed by the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) himself.' 5 

Hadhrat Hasan was born during the month of Ramadhan, 
Hijra 3. Some scholars have mentioned that it was the 
month of Sha'ban and the Hijra year was 4. Some scholars 
have even mentioned the Hijra 5. But the first statement is 
correct.'-' 

Next year, Hadhrat Husain was bom. The holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) loved both of these babies 
too much. Once, he said, "both of them are flowers for me 
in this world," and he also said, "both of them will be the 
leaders of the youngsters of the Muslims hereafter in the 
paradise."' 5 

Hadhrat Ali has narrated that Hadhrat Hasan resembled 
the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) from chest 
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to head and Hadhrat Husain downward from the chest . 16 

After these two, a third brother was bom and his name as 
Mohsin was also suggested by the holy Prophet 
(sallallahtt alayhe wasallam). Hadhrat Ali narrates: 

"I wanted to have may kuniyyat as Abu Harb and 
adopted the name of my first child as Harb. But 
when Prophet Muhammad (sallallahtt alayhe 
wasallam) came to see the new bom and asked me, 
'what name you have selected for him?' 

I replied, 'I have given him the name as Harb.' 

The holy Prophet (sallallahtt alayhe wasallam) 
said, 'no his name is Hasan.' 

Later on, when next son was bom I again adopted 
his name as Harb but the holy Prophet (sallallahtt 
alayhe wasallam) changed this name to Husain. 
Similarly, when the third son was bom I again took 
his name as Harb but again the holy Prophet 
(sallallahtt alayhe wasallam) changed this name to 
Mohsin and said, 'the names I have selected for 
your children are actually the names of the three 
sons of the Prophet Aron. Their names had been 
Shabbar, Shabbir and Mushabbar (Hasan, Husain 
and Mohsin in their Arabic translation)." 77 

Hadhrat Mohsin the third son of Hadhrat Fatima died as a 
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child . ,s 

Hadhrat Fatima gave birth to three daughters as well. The 
first was named Ruqiyya who died as a child. This is one 
of the reasons that many scholars have omitted her name 
as a daughter of Hadhrat Fatima. 

Urnme Kalthoom was her second daughter. She was first 
married to Hadhrat Omar, the second caliph of Islam, and 
got two issues from him. One was named Zaid and the 
second was a daughter by the name of Ruqiyya. But after 
the demise of Hadhrat Omar she married Hadhrat Ouwn 
bin Jaffar but no child was bom during this wedlock. But 
when her second husband died she married Hadhrat 
Mohammed bin Jaffar who was the brother of her 
husband. But when her third husband also expired she 
married his next brother Hadhrat Abdullah bin Jaffar. No 
child was bom out of this marriage as well. She died as 
the wife of Abdullah bin Jaffar and her son Hadhrat Zaid 
also died the same day, who was bom when she was the 
wife of Hadhrat Omar. 

The third daughter of Hadhrat Fatima was Zainab. She 
was married to Hadhrat Abdullah bin Jaffar. She gave 
birth to two sons by the name of Abdullah and Ouwn. But 
when Hadhrat Zainab died Hadhrat Abdullah bin Jaffar 
married her sister Hadhrat Umme Kalthoom (already 
mentioned above). These children of Hadhrat Ali (three 
sons and three daughters) were bom to Hadhrat Fatima. 
Hadhrat Ali had more children form his other wives which 
he married after the demise of Hadhrat Fatima. The 
historians have stated that the total number of the children 
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of Hadhrat Ali was thirty two out of them sixteen had 
been male and sixteen female. 

Hadhrat Hasan had fifteen boys and five girls. Hadhrat 
Husain had six male and three female children . 79 
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DIGNITY OF FATIMA 

(razi allahu anhaa) 

Hadhrat Fatima was the most beloved child of Prophet 
Muhammed ( saUallahu alayhe wasallam). The holy 
Prophet (sal I allahu alayhe wasallam) had declared her as 
the leader of the women who had to go to the paradise. 
How simply the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) performed her marriage ceremony and how 
simply she married her children is a point to ponder. At 
this present juncture of time the followers of Islam and the 
descendants of the holy Prophet (saUallahu alayhe 
wasallam) feel it insulting on their part to follow and 
perform the marriage ceremony of their children 
accordingly. To follow his foot steps, specially in the 
domain of marriages of their children, is not only set aside 
they rather feel it infamous and insulting on their parts. 
Hadhrat Ali asked the Prophet (saUallahu alayhe 
wasallam) for the hand of Hadhrat Fatima and he gave to 
him without any question. All the ceremonies of 
engagements, etc. are rubbish according to Islam. The 
holy Prophet (saUallahu alayhe wasallam) himself 
performed and recited the necessary rituals strictly 
according to the tenets of Islam. This is also irreligious 
that the father of the daughter try to hide himself at the 
time of the nikah of his daughter. Some people are found 
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observing such silly things. It is rather more appreciable 
that father should himself recite the nikah ayaat. The 
dowry and alimony should also not to be fixed at a very 
high rate specially just for exploitation purposes. This is 
also against Islam. The alimony is not being paid to the 
bride, this is also contrary to the teachings of Islam. 

The people who fix high alimony and do not pay it to their 
wives should know that they have to pay it to them on the 
day of resurrection. 

The departure of Hadhrat Fatima from the house of her 
father to her husband was -performed with such a 
simplicity that she was accompanied only by one woman 
Hadhrat Umme Emin. She w^s the daughter of a great 
Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) who was 
metaphorically rather actually can be. described as the 
emperor of this universe. No pomp and show was 
observed, no extravaganza was practiced. Neither Hadhrat 
Ali came to his in-laws riding on a horse nor the holy 
Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) asked him to pay the 
money to the marital staff. No fire crackers were shot. 
None of the two families took loan from anybody to fulfill 
the useless expenses on useless rituals. The Muslims must 
remember that they should follow Islam not only by words 
of mouth but by practice. 

How small should be the dowry? We have already 
mentioned it. The holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) did not borrow any money from anyone nor he 
prepared a list of dowry to show the people. We must 
follow this tradition. Give your daughters only what you 
can afford and never show it to other people. It is a favor 



Daughters- of the Holy l*rophet 51 

to your own children and none else. Displaying the dowry 
items is absolutely against Islam. 

The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) also 
distributed the work between her daughter and son-in-law. 
It is mentioned in Abu Dawood that the daughter of the 
holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) used to grind 
the wheel with her own hands. She used to do all the 
cooking and domestic cleaning by herself. The women of 
today feel ashamed of doing such things with their own 
hands. Who can be more respectable than a person named 
as the woman chief of the paradise? 

During our present time the Muslims observe undue and 
useless rituals form the day of engagement till marriage 
and the birth of their children, which include many rituals 
borrowed from the non-Muslims and some of them can be 
classed as schisms. Many Muslims take loan on heavy 
interest rates and thus they spoil all of their prayers and 
commit sin. May God give us courage to follow the foot 
steps of the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam). 

VISITS OF THE PROPHET TO HADHRAT 
FATIMA 

The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was all 
devoted to God almighty as well as to His people. He used 
to pray God and love Him devotedly but at the same time 
he never ignored his duties towards public and their rights. 
He used to mix up with public quite freely since he was a 
living example for the entire Muslim nation. A guidance 
can be sought from his life that one should not completely 
involve himself in the affairs of his family alone nor he 
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should be completely involved in religious matters and 
performance of religious rituals ignoring the rest of the 
people around him. The highest place among the society 
of Muslims is that one should follow the foot steps of 
Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu alayhe was all am) 
completely and comprehensively in evfery walk of life. 
The examples before us are that the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam ) not only got married himself 
but arranged the marriages of his daughters and also 
looked after them. When the holy Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) married Hadhrat Fatima to Hadhrat Ali, 
he went to her house the same night. He usually used to go 
to her house and asked about their welfare. He loved her 
children. Once Hadhrat Ali and Hadhrat Fatima developed 
some misunderstanding between each other. The holy 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) managed to reverse 
it and both of them were living happily once again. A 
person at that time asked the holy Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam ), "when you entered their house you 
were looking a bit worried but when you have come out of 
their house you look very happy." 

Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) replied, 
"why should not I look happy since I have made a 
reconciliation between the two of my beloved ones. 1 

Once, the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) went to 

the house of Hadhrat Fatima and did not find Hadhrat Ah 

there. He inquired her, "where is Ali." 

She replied, "we are not on good terms these days and he 
has angrily left the house and did not take rest with me 
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during the midday relaxation." 

The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) asked 
someone to find him. The person told that he was sleeping 
in a mosque. The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam ) went to the mosque. He was sleeping on the 
ground, the sheet ol cloth had fallen aside and his body 
had become very dusty. The holy Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) was removing the dust from his body 

and was saying, "O' man of dust! get up. O' man of dust! 
get up."- 2 

The writer of Fateh Al-Ban have derived from it quite a 
few results: 

1- It is OK to cut jokes with a person who is in 
anger. 

2- To keep pleased a son-in-law is perfectly all 
right. 

3- A father can enter the house of his daughter 
with her permission provided she may not 
feel it awkward. J ’ 

Once, the Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) went to 
the house of Hadhrat Fatima, Hadhrat Abu Huraira was 
accompanying him, and asking about Hadhrat Hasan said, 
where is the shorty, where is the shorty." 

In the mean time, Hadhrat Hasan entered the house and 
involuntarily he embraced him putting his both arms 
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around his tiny body. The holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam ) prayed God at the same moment, "O' God!. I 
love him and I request You too to love him, and who so 
ever loves him. You may please love him as well."' 

At that time Hadhrat Hasan was a small child. 

Hadhrat Asama bin Zaid narrated, "when we were small 
kids, the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) used 
to keep us sit in his lap, on one thigh I used to sit and on 
the other one Hadhrat Hasan bin Ali. He loved both of us. 
Sometimes, he used to ask Hadhrat Fatima, ’bring my sons 
(Hasan and Husain).' He used to sniff them affectionately 
and then embraced them." 5 

Hadhrat Asama bin Zaid narrated, "once, I went to the 
house of the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) at 
night. I informed him about my arrival. The holy Prophet 
( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) came out with a sheet of 
cloth around him. I felt something was there in the sheet. 
When I finished my message and wanted to return, I asked 
him, 'ya rasoolullah\ what is it inside the sheet of cloth.' 
He opened the sheet and 1 saw that the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was carrying the two small 
kids, Hadhrat Hasan and Hadhrat Husain. He also said, 
'they are my children, they are the sons of my daughter." 

Once, the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) came 
out in such a state that Hadhrat Hasan was sitting on his 
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shoulder/ 

DOMESTIC LIFE 

Hadhrat Ali was not a rich man. He did not lead a 
prosperous life nor he had enough of food in his house. He 
did not have enough of goods for domestic use nor he had 
any house maid. A miserable life the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) himself used to lead, he 
preferred his son-in-law also follow it. Once, Hadhrat 
Fatima complained, "Ali and myself had only one sheep 
skin bedding, in the day time we use it to deliver fodder to 
our camel and at night we use it for sleeping purpose." 

The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) replied, 
be patient my daughter, remember that the Prophet Moses 
had only one sheet of cloth in his possession and they 
spent twelve years in the same state." 

Once, the Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) went to 
the house of Hadhrat Fatima. Hadhrat Hasan and Hadhrat 
Husain were not there in the house. Hadhrat Fatima told 
the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam ), "the day 
has so dawned in our house that we did not have anything 
in our house to cook or even just to taste. Hadhrat Ali has 
taken them out so that they may not disturb me. Ali has 
gone to such and such Jew to find a work and bring 
something for cooking." 

The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) went out 
to find him out. When he reached there he saw that both 
the children were playing in the field and a few dates had 
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been lying before them. Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) said to Ali, "why don't you take my 
children back home. The sun is going to rise and there will 
be too much heat.” 

Hadhrat Ali told the Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam), 
"today we did not have anything to eat. That is why I had 
brought them here. Now at least they had eaten something. 

I have yet to work a bit more so that I am able to collect 
some dates for Fatima as well." 

The holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) stayed 
there for a while. When the desirable number of dates 
were earned they returned to their house in such a position 
that one child was lifted by Hadhrat Ali and the other one 
by the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) and 
reached home in the same position. 7 The narration of 
incident be speaks that Hadhrat Ali did some labor to the 
Jew and lieu of it he got a handful of dates. 

The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) himself 
used to lead a life of near starvation. Same was the 
position of his own beloved daughter. Whenever they used 
to get something extra they used to inform each other. 
Hadhrat Ali narrates: 

One day, 1 did not have anything in my house to 
eat and I could guess nothing must be there in the 
house tne holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam). Had there been anything available he 
must have sent it to us. I, therefore, went out of 
Madina. I peeped through a broken wall of the 
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garden of a Jew, he asked what do I want. You can 
water my garden and I will pay you one piece of 
date on each bucket of water. If you agree to it start 
it.' 

I agreed. I started fetching the water from the deep 
well. On each bucket of water he used to give me 
one piece of date. When I had enough dates I 
stopped it. r ate a few dates and had a glass of 
water. I took the rest of the dates with me and 
returned to Madina. When I reached Madina, the 
holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was 
sitting in a mosque surrounded by the companions." 

Once, Hadhrat Fatima sent the holy Prophet {sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) a piece of barley bread. Hadhrat Ans 
narrates that the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) said, "Fatima I did not eat anything since last 
three days." 8 

Once, the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam), 
along with Hadhrat Abu Bakr and Hadhrat Omar went to 
the house of Hadhrat Abu Ayub Ansari. He offered them 
good food. The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
took a piece of meat and put it inside bread and said to 
Hadhrat Abu Ayub Ansari, "please send it to Fatima, she 
had also not taken anything since many days." 

VIRTUES 

The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) used to 
care a lot about Hadhrat Fatima. Once, he said, "Fatima is 
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the flesh of my body who so ever rendered her anerv he 
rendered me angry. " 

In another narration it is stated, "who so ever made her 
harmed" ^ mC unhap Py- If she harmed I am 

Hadhrat Ayesha narrates that Hadhrat Fatima had such 
close similarities to the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
was all am) in respect of her character, conduct 
conversation and complexion that none else could have it 
When she used to come to him the holy Prophet 
(salla/lahu alayhe wasallam) used stand up to meet her. 
He used to kiss her hand, asked her to sit besides him 
Similarly, when the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
used to go to her she also used to honor him in exactly the 
same manner. * Hadhrat Thoban narrates that whenever the 
oly Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) planned to 
travel, he used to visit Fatima last of all but when he used 

to return from his journey he used to visit Hadhrat Fatima 
first of all . 70 

Once, the holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said 
to her "if you show some anger to someone, God also 
shows His anger to him and if you are pleased with 
anyone God is also pleased with him."" 

Hadhrat Ah narrates, "I have heard the Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) saying that on the day of resurrection a 
proclaimed will . announce, 'O' People! close your eyes, 
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Fatima bin Muhammad is going to pass this way ." 72 

Once, the Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said about 
Hasan, Husain and their parents, "one who had a brawl 
with them I had the same with them, and anybody who 
had good terms with them I had the same with them." 

Hadhrat Huzaifa narrates, "once, I was sitting when the 
holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said, 'verily, an 
angel has come to me tonight who had never been to earth 
ever before and told me the good news from God that 
Fatima will be the chief of women folk in paradise and 
Hasan and Husain will the chiefs of the young men ." 77 

It is narrated by Hadhrat Ayesha: 

"Once, all the wives of the holy Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) were sitting together and 
meanwhile, Hadhrat Fatima entered the house. Her 
gait was exactly like the holy Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam). When the Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) looked at her, immediately he 
said, 'come here my daughter,' and she sat down by 
his side. The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) whispered something in her ear and she 
turned gloomy but when he saw her mriod he 
whispered something else in her ear and she looked 
very happy and started laughing. When the holy 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) left us, I 
asked Hadhrat Fatima, 'what did he say in your 
ear?' 

1 -Asad-al-Ghaha. 
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Hadhrat Fatima replied, 'why should I disclose the 
secret of the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe 
was all am) ? Had that thing not be kept secret why 
he should had said it so secretly?' 

Later, after the demise of the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam ), I said to Fatima one 
day, 'I had some rights upon you and I ask you that 
please tell me what the holy Prophet {sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) said to you secretly on that 
occasion.' 

Hadhrat Fatima replied, 'yes! I can tell you now. 
First time he whispered in my ear and told, 'Gabriel 
used to recite me Quran in one round this time, he 
had recited it twice and I think my last time of 
departure from this world had arrived. You must 
keep patience and always fear . God because I am 
much better than anyone else who is going to 
depart from this world earlier than you.' Hearing 
this I was very sorry and starting weeping. The 
second thing which he whispered in my ear was, 
'are you not happy that you will be the chief of all 
the female who will be in paradise." 

Another report is that first time the Prophet {sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) said to her, "I am going to die because 
of present disease and I started weeping then he said you 
will be the first out of whole family who will meet me in 
the paradise and I started laughing."'-' 
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RELIGIOUS TRAINING 

The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was 
descended by God for training and purification his nation. 
As far as the matters of training and purification were 
concerned he never spared anyone. He used to tell all 
members of the family; the wives, the daughters and other 
relatives, that they should fear God. He always preached 
them that they should always keep in mind that one day 
they have to face God on the day of resurrection. When 
the ayat revealed upon him: 

■ Jv. 

The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe wasallam) gathered 
his family and tribe and told them that they should fear 
God. He pronounced by name some of his relatives and 
tribes, "you should save them from the tortures of the hell 
because I would not be of any help to you at that time." 

He said, "O' Quraish! save thyself from the atrocities of 
the hell, I would not be of any help to you in this matter. 

He told the same thing to the tribe of Abd Munaf and then 
he said, "O’ Abbas! 1 would not be of any help to you 
when God would be dealing your matters." 

He said, " ya Safia! my aunt, listen me, I would not be of 
any help to you when God will be dealing with you on the 
day of resurrection. Save yourself from the fire of hell." 

Then he turned to Fatima and said, "O' Fatima! my 
daughter, you can ask anything which belongs to me, but I 
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would not be of any help when God would be dealing with 
you on the day of resurrection. Save yourself form the fire 
of hell." 

The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam ) used to 
look after the training process of Hadhrat Fatima even 
after her marriage. 

It is narrated by Hadhrat Ali, "once, the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) came to us at night and 
awakened us to offer a midnight prayer. Then he left our 
place for his own home and kept busy in praying for a 
long time. But as he did not find any signs of our 
awakening and performing ablution, he again came to us 
and awakened us but I said, ’offering the prayers is written 
to our fate, we can offer only that much prayer. Our lives 

are in the hands of God and if he wants to awaken us for 

prayers he will do it and awaken us and we offer our 
prayers accordingly.' Hearing this the holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was perturbed and splashing 
his hands on his thighs in a distress, and repeating my 
words he returned to his own house reciting the verse of 
holy Quran: 75 

^ yg\ JL-jVI JITj 

Hadhrat Ali narrates: 

Once, a few slaves and maids arrived Madina as 
prisoners of war. Since Hadhrat Fatima used to 
grind her wheel herself and she had developed 



corns on her hand, she went to the Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) to show her hands 
and ask for a house maid. The holy Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) was not there at that 
time. She, however, told Hadhrat Ayesha the 
purpose of her visit. When the Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) came back, Hadhrat Ayesha told 
him about the visit and purpose of the visit of 
Hadhrat Fatima. 

The holy Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) 
came to our house at night. We were about to go to 
bed, we tried to stood up but the Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said, 'it is OK,' and he 
sat down between both of us and said, 'should not I 
tell you something much better that what you have 
requested to me? Listen! when you go to bed at 
night recite the following words subhanallah 

\ jUt^) 33 times, a/hamdo lillah (<& juJ-I) 33 

times and allaho akbar (j>S\ I) 34 times. This 

recitation will prove to you better than a slave or 
maid." 76 

It is stated in Muslim that the holy Prophet (sallallahu 
alayhe wasallam) had suggested that these words should 
also be recited after the compulsory prayers. 77 

Hadhrat Ali narrates, "since I had heard it from the 
Prophet (sallallahu alayhe wasallam) I never missed it to 
recite." 
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Once, Ibne AJ-Kawa asked Hadhrat Ali, "did not you miss 
it even during the war of Siffeen." 

He replied, "yes, I recited it even that night, at an early 
night I forgot it but late at night I recited these words. " ,s 

It is also reported that Prophet Muhammad ( sallallahu 
a/ayhe wasallam ) flatly refused to provide them any slave 
oi maid saying, "by God, I will not give you any slave. 
How is it possible that I give you slave and what will then 
1 give to the people of Suffa who did not have enough 
food to eat. I will sell these slaves and spend that money 
to help the Suffa people." 

If holy Prophet (sallallahu a/ayhe wasallam ) wished, he 
could have given his daughter one slave ona maid but he 
had the priority fixed and considered that the people living 
at Suffa deserve more help than his daughter. She, 
however, is living her life though in poverty and misery 
but still the Suffa people are in much worst condition than 
her. He told his daughter such rare hing which of course 
bring her more reward in the hereafter. The atrocities and 
misery in this world are much less n value as the rewards 
of the life hereafter. It is also narrated in Abu Dawood that 
once, the holy Prophet ( sallallahu alayhe wasallam) said, 
"O' Fatima! fear God, fo low all the duties of God and do 
the work of your husband. Before sleeping recite 33 times 

suhhanallah (*))i jUv— ), 3 3 times alhamdo lillah -u^Lt) 

(-i and 34 times allaho akber l). The total number 

comes to one hundred and it is better for you than any 



servant." 

Hadhrat Fatima replied, "I am happy with my fortune 
which God had written for me and happy with the 
suggestions of the holy Prophet {sallallahu alay'he 
wasallam). 1 ' 

She might have thought that asking for a servant to him 
was below the dignity of a Prophet. 

Some reverent persons have described that reciting the 
above mentioned words in the same order not only brings 
rewaid but also a person feels completely relaxed. 

It is narrated by Hadhrat Thoban: 

"When the holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) wanted to travel, he used to meet 
Hadhrat Fatima last of all. But when he used to 
return from his journey he used to see Hadhrat 
Fatima first of all. Once, the holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) went to see Hadhrat 
fatima as a gesture of goodwill where hung to her 
door a beautiful curtain, and Hadhrat Hasan and 
Hadhrat Husain were having silver rings around 
their arms. The holy Prophet {sallallahu alayhe 
wasallam) entered the house and immediately came 
out ot it. Hadhrat Fatima realized her mistake, she 
snatched away the curtain and took the silver rings 
out of the arms of Hasan and Husain. Both the 
children started weeping. The holy Prophet 
{sallallahu alayhe wasallam) took both the silver 
rings from them and said to me, Thoban! go and 
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